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vehicle at a predetermined point by a technique known as
tow-in. Tow-in is a technique for retracting and lifting an
advanced fighter aircraft from its airfield to a maintenance
facility on a ship or other vehicle. This is accomplished by
tow-in lines connected respectively to the aircraft and to
the ship or vehicle and by a tug in which the airfield is
located. The aircraft is dragged along the tow-in lines and is
raised or lowered and rolled until it is properly positioned
for maintenance. Subsequently, the aircraft is secured to
the vehicle, and the ship or vehicle, now with the aircraft in
its proper position, is towed or pulled to a desired location.
In the past, the drag-in apparatus was of conventional
design. In one design, a track was employed in which a
carriage was connected to the aircraft by one pair of lines
and, for drag-in, to a hydraulic cylinder by another pair. For
drag-out, the lines were twisted and the carriage pulled by
the track. The piston was extended until it reached the
required position and was then set to a required position by
a further hydraulic cylinder. The carriage was then
released, causing the aircraft to move forward due to its
momentum, and the aircraft was moved into a desired
position. Subsequently, the aircraft was hooked to the towin lines. While this arrangement was satisfactory, it lacked
precision in its use of the drag 6d1f23a050
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